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SIGNIFICANCE 

_ Archeology-Prehistoric 

__ Archeology-Historic 

_ Agriculture 
_x Architecture 
_ Art 

_ Commerce 
_ Communications 
_ Community Planning 
_ Conservation 
_ Economics 
Education 


Engineering 

Exploration/Settlement 
Historic Events 
Industry 
Invention 

Landscape Architecture 
Law 

Literature 

Military 

Music 


People 

Philosophy 

Politics/Government 

Religion 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Humanitarian 
Theater 
Transportation 
Other (special) 


SIGNIFICANCE— Brief summary including documentary evidence that indicates 
the historical, architectural or archeological significance of the 
site. 


Mrs. Lily Lawrence Bow founded a small library in the Homestead Woman's Club in 
This civic oriented club unanimously agreed to open their library for public 
use in the Spring of -1926. The growth of the small 125 volume library was so 
phenomenal after the public opening, the library outgrew the clubhouse in a matter 
of months. The public demanded more space and convenience.^ The Woman's 
Club realized it couldn't maintain the expanding library and gave it to the City of 
Homestead. Before the City could accept the library, a special election had to be 
called. Citizens flocked to the polls in the Fall of 1926 to give full support to the 
newly acquired library; but the City was without sufficient funds for maintaining 
library operations. However. Mayor S. E. Livingston found a surplus of funds in the 
olice Department's budget. To get the librarian on the City's payroll, the Mayor 
commissioned Mrs. Bow as a police officer, and in turn, as the librarian. She 
served in the dual role until July 1927, when the Homestead City Council 
appropriated $1500 annually to support library operations.^ After acquiring the 
library, the City moved it from the Woman's Club to the McCrory building at the 
intersection of Krome Avenue and N. W. 2nd Street. Shortly after moving into the 
new building, the volumes grew which prompted the need for additional space. 

Postmaster S. E. Livingston, a one-time Mayor of Homestead, donated land for a 
future library building.* On September 17, 1937, Clarence 3. Parman, a local 
architect, presented plans for a new library building. The project was approved by 
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) on September 16 , 1938.7 Construction 
began on the new library located at the intersection of N. W. First Avenue and 2nd 
Street during October 1938 under the direction of the WPA. The building was 
constructed with native coral rock and hand-hewn Dade County pine timbers." On 
May 1, 1939, the Homestead City Council passed a resolution naming the library, 
the Lily Lawrence Bow Public Library. The resolution also stated that the name be 
carved over the entrance of. the building.* Mrs. Bow strongly protested about the 
name of the new library because she had no desire for praise, flattery or credit. 10 
The new Lily Lawrence Bow Library was opened to the public on November 29, 
1939 for a total cost of $23,000. 11 The formal dedication occurred on December 






* fl *S raisin S ceremony was conducted by the local American Legion Post before 
and ft e l Cat, ° n Cer ^°7. be J a "* J ° hn G * SaIle y Presented the flag to the library 
Whiln th S f 'j eCeiVed by Mr * Bird » Master of Ceremonies and library committeeman. 

Rand 1 l i raism S ceremony was being conducted, the Homestead High School 
band played the national anthem. b 

Mr. Roy Schroder, State WPA Administrator, presented the library to the City and 

Znx? aC rf 1?t ! by Homes * ead Mayor, Tom Harris. Mayor Harris then introduced 

Snat D e PeP , PeG Wh ° gave the P rinci P al dedication speech. In his speech, 
Senator Pepper said, The progress of humanity is epitomized in this beautiful 

?n l rf tU /h\ J n , l lt i are u reflected the great.civic pride and the desire for better things 
in life that fill the hearts of Homestead's citizens." 6 


Local officials attending the dedication ceremonies included members of the City 
Council, members of the Library Board, Sheriff D. C. Coleman, Clarence Parman, 
architect of the library, and officials of the American Legion.^ 

Mrs. Bow resigned from the library February. 1940.13 i n the same month> she left 
or Houston, Texas, to visit her son, Mac.l^ Mrs. Bow remained there until her 
death on May 20, 1943.13 Mrs. J. E. Gauzens was appointed librarian after Mrs. 
., ow [f SI § n ^ d and remained librarian until her resignation on September 1, 1942. 

retired'on ^ SUCCeSS ° r and remained librarian u « il she 

During October 1974, the Homestead City Council approved a contract to link the 

n ^7 Wr n Ce -r Ll o ra , r Lc° the COunty ’ s library system because of a lack of 
0n . January 2 » l97 t 5 ’ the llbrary j° ined Metro-Dade County Library 
During September 1978, the Metro-Dade Library System began construc- 
on of a new library building on U.S. 1 next to the Homestead City Hall. Metro- 

bhr, K M f y Bow Library building and moved into the current 

library building during October 1980.18 

'“fj subsequent years of 1980 through 1984, the old library was a haven for 

?k n ..Hoover, during October 1984 to present, the City has leased the old 
library building to the Christian Community Service Agency.^O 

■» 

The Lily Lawrence Bow Library has been an integral part of the area's history. The 
masonry construction of the library represents a fine example of masonry 
vernacular architecture in Dade County. It is architecturally noteworthy for its 
Mediterranean details and use of oolitic rock material. 21 The old library is full of 
preserved^ 3 Slgnificance whicb local residents would like to see recognized and 


Suber, Mary, Personal Collections, Homestead, Florida, date unknown. 


"Homestead to Reopen Library - For a Fee," in The Miami Herald, November, 
1987. - 


Woods, Sally, City of Homestead's Parks and Recreation Director, November, 
1987. 

Metropolitan Dade County Historic Preservation Division, Site Inventory 
Form, February, 1979. 
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Current Use (describe): 

Leased to the Christian Community Service Agency 


Current Condition: 

_Excellent _x Good _Fair 

x Unaltered _Altered 

x Original site Moved 


Deteriorated 


Exposed 


Physical Description of Site (See attached photos): 

The former Lily Lawrence Bow Library building located at 225 N.W. 6th Avenue is 
one story stone 3,000 square feet structure with a gable barrel tile roof. 

The rnain walls are natural oolite stone with smooth finished oolite limestone trim 
around and over the windows and doors. 

The windows are double hung 12 lite wood sash. 

The slab floor height is greater than 2’0" above grade and the gable and walls rise to a 
peak elevation of near 22'. 

* 

The interior is a large main room with hand hewn beams and exposed rafters. There 
are 6 smaller rooms off of the main roorm The interior walls are plastered. 

All windows have concrete sills and the facia is an unusual sculptured stone. 

The front entrance is arches and columns of smooth limestone set in with the 
surrounding walls of natural rough oolite that seems to welcome you to enter from 
the current premanufactured world. 
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before the Historic ^reserv^n'BMrd^'f 81 " 8 ^ P ' am £ ° r alteration! to the site 
current zoning. at '° n Board !or re ™"- Designation will not affect 

Staff Recommendation: 

Library as an indtvi^alWsM’ric'site!* ** s,ructure known as 'be Lily Lawrence Bow 


Specific Standards for Certificate of Appropriateness: 

strictures a 'a S s ,a de d ta r Ued W 'in ^teVuies®anTrembS V recommended *<>r historic 

esignations and issuance of certificates of appropriateness." reV ' eW ° f hlstoric si,e 
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Resolution Designating the Property: 

Whereas, the Lily Lawrence Bow Librarv 

remains oh its original site; and y bui,dm S was constructed in 1939 and 

Whereas,'the Lily Lawrence Bow'Library is a structure o t architectura, significance,- 

value for th ^' chlLmolHoL^Zait^ 11 ^ conslderable historical and cultural 

Uvtngston^dition kZZI U '°? Kd at » and 2, of the S E 

public records of the “ P ' atb °° k 3 at pa « a 128 the 

December ^T9S7, E tos\eligiKd e the t u'y t Ll Homes ‘ ead Preservation Board on 

historic site pursuant to the Homestead Historic p rC ° Ce B ° w Llbrar y as an individual 

^ a V he * L “ y Uwrence Bow Library is subject to ° rdif ? ance *5-06-49 and 

ments of that ordinance. - a n 8 bts » privileges and require- 












LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 
21 2 N.W. Eirst Avenue 
Homestead, Florida 33030 


Front Facade I 9 39 
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LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 

212 N.W. First Avenue ! 

Homestead, Florida 33030 

Front Facade December, 1939 
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Front Facade December, 1939 
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Formally dedicated by Senator 
Claude Pepper, the Homestead 
Lily Lawrence Bow Municipal Li¬ 
brary was opened last Saturday 
morning with impressive and col- 


—wuucsy iTj.ia.mi uany 




prful services. Shown above and 
reading from left to right are: Roy 
Schroeder, state WPA administr¬ 
ator, Mayor Tom J. Harris, A. R. 
Livingston, president of the libr¬ 
ary board, W. R. Bird, • library 






committeeman, -Mrs. Lily Lawrence 
Bow,. librarian and Clarence J. 
Parman, architect, who designed 
the building. Inset—Senator Pep¬ 
per is shown while delivering de¬ 
dicatory address. 


LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 
212 N.W. First Avenue 
Homestead, Florida 33030 

Dedication Ceremony December, 1939 
























WHEREAS, the City of Homestead. 

through the cooperetlon and facilities offered by the W. P J 
Administration of the United States Government, is erecting 
the said City of homestead a public library, and " 

WHEREAS, m the near future the building of the said 
library will be completed, and before the completion of the "same 
the City council of the City of homestead should determine upon 
and adopt a suitable name for said library in order that said ' * 
name may be properly inscribed and shown upon said building, and 
WHEREAS, the success of the present library and the ex¬ 
tent of its usefulness to the Commandty is due to the unselfish 
efforts of the present Librarian, who has given so generously" of 
her talent and time to this splendid municipal asset; ' < ' ' 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED b^-the ^ity^Cppncll.of 
the City of .homestead, Florida, In regular Councll-meetin^: . 
assembled, that as a token of appreciation and as a small measure 
of reward, the name of the new municipal library of the .City of v 
Homestead, Florida, be and the same Is designated ■THR-. r.rr.r.Tv 
BOW PUBLIC LIBRARY, and that such name be carved over' the on-. 
trance of the said municipal library building as a permanent 

memorial to the work and the labors of this public spirited citi-' 
zen • 

tcJh - 


PASSED AND ADOPTED this J°£_ day of ^ 


Attest! 





"City^Coundl,. ~ 


president of 


■i 

: 


: -5! 

* 

'< 


APPROVED this 


,9* 


day of April A. D. 1959. 




1 / t 


ror* ^ -;— 
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Resolution 


May 1939 




















i 



LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 
212 N.W. First Avenue 
Homestead, Florida 33030 


Front Arches 


August, 1971 
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LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 
212 N.W. First Avenue 
Homestead, Florida 33030 
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Interior August, 1971 























- 18 - 



LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 
212 N.W. First Avenue 
Homestead, Florida 33030 


Northwest Yiew November, 1987 
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LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 
212 N.W. First Avenue 
Homestead, Florida 33030 

South View November, 1987 
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HISTORIC SITE — The former Lily Lawrence 
Bow Library was recently designated a local 
historic site landmark by the Homestead 
Historic Preservation Board. Built in 1939, 


NEWS LEADER FILE PHOTO 

Lily Lawrence Bow was the first librarian. 
The Christian Community Service Agency 
took over the building in 1984 and maintains 
it. 
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LILY LAWRENCE BOW LIBRARY 
212 N.W. First Avenue 
Homestead, Florida 33030 


Northwest View 


December, 1987 
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